Medical students as hospice volunteers: the benefits to a hospice organization.
Hospices have regulatory requirements to provide volunteers who can assist families in a variety of ways. Hospices also typically provide large amounts of uncompensated education for students in various life sciences as part of their mission to promote quality care for those at the end-of-life. Separately, there is evidence of the educational benefits of exposing medical students to hospice patients and practices. But little has been published about the costs or benefits such teaching programs incur at the hospices involved. Hospice of Central New York developed a service-learning elective where first-year medical students were trained as volunteers. Despite initial concerns that significant staff time would be required to develop and maintain this elective, it appears to be an efficient way to satisfy the need for volunteers while contributing to the education of the involved students.